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He died the 2d March, 1792, in 
t!\e 66th yew of his age, and left no 
fainily. He wa5 interred privately 
ill the buryirtj;- ground of the old 
chapel of ease, in Belfast. 

If ever a man merited well of his 
country, for benevolence, and exer- 
tions in favour of the best interests of 
51, the education of its youth, man- 



sox deserved well. Are mo n urn en ts 
erected, and poems composed to the 
memory of ruffians, and tyrants ? and 
neither a stone raised, nor an epitaph 
composed to the memory of the 
good, the generous, the beneficent 
MANsoN : the best friend to the ris- 
ing generations of his tiilie ! t ! 



DETACHED ANECDOTES, 



PCBLIC E.NECCTIONS. 

'^PHE following account of an exe- 
■^ cution at Paris, e.xtracted from 
Cnuscs Celebres, exhibits in a strong 
point of view, hardened audacious 
guilt, false compassion, and espe- 
ciallj' tlie error of attempting to re- 
present persons guilty of crimes sud- 
denly converted into imagined saints, 
by tile macliinery of fanaticism. — 
Madame Tiqatt, the wife of a ban- 
ker, a woman of notorious intrigue, 
and dissipation, formed a project to 
rid herself of her husband, in order 
tlLat she might marry her gallant. 
During tliree years after the first 
couc( ptiou of this project, she made 
three several attempts to carry it in- 
to elVect, all of which failed, but 
Mjihout expcsing her to a discovery. 
At last she bribed her porter to as- 
sassinate his master, at a time and 
place appoiiited.and on the very even- 
ing of tile execution, she was pre- 
sent at a large company, where she 
TVus remarked to lead the conversa- 
tion expressly to the subject of her 
husband, observing that she had no 
rt asoMable expectations of happiness, 
considering his age and stale of 
(ualtb, which promised liim long 
lite, and lierseH an indefinite period 
ot siib|t,clion. The attack was made 
us coiicerred ; and on her return 
houi«, iiiadame Titjuet was iiifoiiu- 



cd, that her husband had been 
wounded, but not killed, by a pis- 
tol-shot, and that on his e.^iatniua- 
tlon by the magistrate, as to the 
cause of the assault, he aliinned, 
that he knew of no enemies lie had 
in the worhl, except his ivi/c The 
result of this examination was|)ul'v- 
licly known, nevtrfbeless IMad.nue 
Tifjuet paid a visit the npx\ day at 
the same house where she ha'i been 
on the fatal night, and where, 
though every eye was fixed on her 
wiih horror, her countenance re- 
mained unaltered. That evening, 
one of her friends came to her, i\oa\ 
molives of compassion, and conjin- 
er her to make her escape while yet 
in her pouer, as she was ahout so be 
arrested in her own house upon sus- 
picion. ''Those who are justly ac- 
cused," she answered, "should (ly — 
the iiinoceut have nothing to fear." 
Kot long after, the lieulenant-crimi- 
nf I entered with a body of police- 
officers. " You might have dispens- 
ed with this attendance," she coolly 
observed, " I should have been c- 
qua/ly ready to obey you, had you 
come alone." By the law of France 
an assualt, with intent to commit 
niurder, was capitally punishable, 
both on principal and accomplices. 
jVladanie Tiipiet was shortly afier 
fully convicted on the evidence of 
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her instruments, and coiKlemned to 
lose her head. Afier sentence past, 
she continued in the same state ol' 
tranqnillity to the oionjent of her exe- 
cution, and even composed verses 
full of religious expression, (though 
she was a notorious esprit foit,] in 
many passages very poetical, and 
lull of masculine eners^y, on lier ap- 
proacliiiig fate. No horror of the 
crime for which she sutlered, no in- 
dignation at the detestable hypocri- 
sy, or more detestable indifierenoe 
of the sufferer, appear to have mix- 
ed themselves ^vith the conipassiou 
and admiration which her youth, 
beauty, and uncommon fortitude, 
universally excited. Not only was 
liiis abandoned woman attended on 
the scafFo'il by a confessor, who pub- 
licly exhorted her, " to look up to 
that heaven which she was about to 
enter— to drink the bitter cup, in 
imitation of her Saviour and Re- 
deemer — to estimate her raoinputary 
sulliiring only as the cheap purchase 
of everlasting- life" — but long after 
her death, the circumstances of her 
fate became the general topic of 
praise and admiration in all compa- 
nies, and funeral orations were com- 
posed in her honour by abbes and 
academicians, celebrating the hero- 
ism of her character, her exemplary 
resignation, her extraordinary self- 
possession — nay, even the cojirags 
which prompted her to persevere for 
years together in so daring an enter- 
prize, without suffering a moment 
x,ivveakness to betray the agitation 
of her mind, or unsettle the fixed 
purpose of her resolution. 

[luet relates, that a .S(vedish pea- 
sant observing the courage and com- 
posure with which men met their 
fate upon the scailbld, and the cer- 
tainty of heaven, which was always 
promised them by the priest", who 
attended at their execution, com- 
raitted a capital crime for tiie mere 



purpose of attaining so enviable a 
state. 

The seleeter of this article heard a 
njan of respectability, and of strong- 
orthodoxy, adduce as an argument 
in favour of capital punishments, 
that persons executed were more 
likely to enter heaven, than many 
others, because so much more pains 
were taken to prepare them for 
death. Without presuniing to pry 
into secrets which are kid by an im- 
penetrable veil, such a seiii intent 
must be referred to strong prejudi- 
ces to a favourite .scheme. The sup- 
porters of such doctrine, often una- 
wares to themselves, are sapping the 
foundation of morality, and encou- 
raging the commission of crimes. 

CHINESB, TUHKISH, AND EUROPE.^.N' 
LIV.ElULITy CONTRAS-fED. 

One of the Chinese emperors car- 
ried his hatred of the press so far, 
that in his r^ign, about 200 years 
belbre Christ, he ordered a general 
conflagration of books in his vast em- 
pire. Tyranny could in that coun- 
try enforce its edict.s, and many 
valuable works have been in C(mse- 
cjuence lost to science. Omar the 
caliph of the Saracens is said to have 
ordered the burning of the Alexan- 
drian library, on the principle, that 
if these writings agree with the Al- 
coran, styled by them the book of 
God, they are useless, and need not 
be preserved : if they disagree, they 
are pernicious, and ought to be de- 
stroyed. 

Many modern bedarkcners are of 
similar dispositions with lhe»e chiels, 
or if they would not go so far, they 
wish only to burn all books which 
contain opinions dill'ei-ent Irom their 
own. It is happy f(n- the world, that 
.such U)en have not unlimited power - 
they are to be pitied for their men- 
tal blindness: it is in vain to reason 
with them ; thev must continue to 
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grope in the dark. Certain sectaries 
abuse learning, under the undefined 
name of " v4in philosophy," and 
are actuated by a dkiposition exactly 
similar to thai intblerence, and ilii- 
berality, which was displayed by 
the Chinese Emperor, and" by O- 
mar. Bigotry accomodaies itself to 
all circunastahces^ and lends iis<;lf 
with equal' facility to the professors 
pf different faiths. 

IMPROVVISATORI. 

Italy has always been celebrated 
for the talenis iof its Improvvlsatori, 
or extempoi-e poets. Thioughout 
Tuscany, in partitular, this custom 
cf reciting verses has for ages been 
the constant and most favourite a- 
musenaent' of the villagers and coun- 
try inhabitants. 

At son>e times the subject is a 
trial of skill between two peasants ; 
on other occasions, a lover adtlresses 
his mistress in a poetical oraiioh, 
expressing his passion by such irna* 
gcs as bis uncultivated fanty sug- 
gests, and endeavouring to ' amuse 
.nnd enjrege her by the liveliest sal- 
lies of humour. These recitations, 
are delivered in a tone of voice l)e- 
Iwecn speaking and singing, and 
are accompanied with the constant 
motion of the hand, as if to measure 
the time, and regulate the harmony , 
but they have an additional chaiui 
from the simplicity of the country 
dialect, which abounds with phrases 
highly natural dud appropriate, 
though incompatible with the preci- 
sion of a regijlar lansruage. 
Roscoe's Life of Lorenzo dt' Medici. 

JUST BEPtY OF A NEGRO. 

A free negro of Peftsylvania, sus- 
pected of having stolen goods in hts 
pf>sses.Mon, vha taken before a ma- 
gistrate, and charged with the nU 
fence. H* knev* the goods to be 
stolen ; he confessed the fact. " Mas- 
»a justice, me know me got dem 



tings from Tom, derp, me tinke 
Tppn teal dem too ; but what deii 
massa ? Dey be only a piccaninny 
cock-scrcW, and a piccaninny knife, 
one cost six-pence, ^pd tudder a 
shilling, and roe pay Tom honestly 
massa." 

A very pretty story truly ! 
know they were stolen, D<it 
Cqse yourself by saying yoii paid 



ycu 
cx- 



for them ! I will teach yu l)fi- 
ierlaw than that, sirrah ! Doht von 
know Juba, the' receiver is as had 
as the thief — You slial) he severe- 
ly whipped you black rascal you," 

" Very well, niassg, if de black 
rascal be whip for buying de to- 
len doods, ine hope de white rascal 
will be whip for de same ting as 
Juba, when rae tUtth him. 

" To be sure, rejoined his wor- 
ship." 

Well den, here be Tom's massa, 
hold him fast massa T^nstable ; he 
buy Tom, as 1 buy de picc.minny 
knife, and de piccaninny coik-scrcw : 
he know very well poor Tom be 
tolen from his fadder and niudder, 
f'e knife and de cotk-screw have 
neddcr — de no tink." 

Whether^ the justice, or the se- 
TjBrity of the application, operated 
upon the feelrnt;s of the arcusef 
and the masi'>t'ate, is ni)t njeution- 
ed ; but Juba was dismissed ivilli- 
oiii the threatened panisiqincut. 

A LACONIC FETITIOK. 

Clemfnt Marot, a valet de cbam- 
bre to Francis I. kiiig of France, 
was frequently in extreme indigence; 
he ©ne'e presented the tbflowing con- 
cise |)etition to his prince. " May 
it please your nifejesty 'to bestow 
Something on me, lu buy books and 
fiW. If recollection may supply 
the want of books ; the want of 
food admits of no expedient." 

THE DIFFICl'LTY OF EXPLAINING, AND 
THE FACILITY OF ASSENTING. 

The late John Wesley used to 
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relate, that during bis residence at 
Liiicoiii (JoHegy, in Oxford ; one 
of the tutors either the logical or 
the mathematical used to he in the 
practice, at the conclusion of his 
lecture of saying individually to the 
students wlio incircled him, with 
refereuce to the suhject that had 
been treated, " Sir, do vou conceive 



me 



? And, "sir, do you conceive 
nier" To save trouble the e^nqui- 
ry had long been answered by the 
gentlemen in the affirmative. One 
day however, by mutual consent, 
it was determined that it should be 
ans^^ered in the negative. When, 
therelore, the usual question was 
put, the first gentloa)af» said. "No, 
hi" ;" — the second gentleman an- 
swered, " No, sir ; — the third gen- 
tleman was in the same tone, and 
lO tlicy said all. The tutor confu- 
.•,ed, pensively applied his hand to 
his forebea.l, and after a nininent's 
pause, exclaimed. "/ l/dnk I do 
not conceive viyself. 

ME< HAMCAL RF.LtG[OX. 

A gcnlleman residing at Sarepta, 
relates the following facts in a letter 

ij a lijeiid : — 



" Having observed small wooden 
windmills fixed at the entrance of 
the brown felt huts, (of the Gal- 
niuc Tartars) I enquired for what 
purpose they were put there, and 
was told that they were prat/ing ma- 
chines, on which the owner of the 
liut causes certain prayers to be writ- 
ten by the Priests, that they njay 
be turned round by the wind, and 
he thereby be freed from the trou- 
ble of repeating them himself. The 
priests have likewise a very com- 
modious method of expediting their 
prayers when they have a number 
of petitions to ofter up for the peo- 
ple ; they for this purpose make use 
of a cylindrical wooden br-x into 
which they throw the written pray- 
ers ; and having placed it perpen- 
dicularly on a stick, they sit down 
beside it, pull it backwards and for- 
wards with a string, gravely smo.ik- 
ing their pipes while performing the 
ceremony; for according to their 
doctrine, in order to render prayer 
efficacious, it is only necessary that 
it be put in motion, and it is a mat- 
ter of indifference whether this be 
done by means of the lips, of a 
winduiill,Qr of acylindcical box.'' 



ORIGINAL POETRY 



TO RALPH. 

•Al ■/ wa'ilia^ notes remind me of a calf, 
Trotting at butcher's foot, (aiost simple Ralph,) 
Whicli wlien ic's master's face is turned awav, 
To shew tliat it trots on, ...sings out. ..baa!. ..baa ! 

Hencefi rth, if you would wish to 'scape disaster. 
Of poet's •' sense" speak neitlier right nor wrong. 
Make all the^^/V you can. ..antf hold yourtougue... 
But mark the eud of.. .turning on vour master ! 

Look at your last*,.. .you'll then I think confess, 
Your Xrt^fKjfj.,.nor make another caper: 
With a spank, span, new-pen. ..on fine wove-paper, 
Etfoute was written. ..v/hich you print txprcu. 

* Page 49. 



